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857,000 pupils. In 1935, 979,000 children were at school, while there
were 18 higher education institutes and 81 technicums. In the last
four years (1931-34), 3,848 specialists had been trained in higher
education institutes and 10,486 in technicums. There were 6,940
students in pedagogical technicums and 4,400 in pedagogical
institutes, and research work is being carried on in twenty-six
different scientific institutes. The pre-school sector of education had
been receiving much attention, and 50 per cent of the children under
eight were now receiving education, 38,000 town children attending
some pre-school institution or other. It was decided to make a drive
to embrace the full 100 per cent of children under eight.
Adult education had particularly advanced in the villages, which
were served by 1,452 reading-rooms. There were 236 clubs and
regional Houses of Culture, 2,403 libraries, and 296 newspapers
published. In the last year there were ten million copies of papers
and journals issued.
From the Ukraine Republic came a report of a great improvement
in the standard of education and the quality of the teaching conse-
quent on an increase in the facilities for higher education. Whereas
before the Revolution there were 13 higher education institutes,
there were now 147; technicums had increased from 13 to 542, and
rabfacs from zero to 37. There were 86 theatres, of which 59 were
Ukrainian, 17 Russian, and 6 Jewish, as well as 100 model cinemas
for the villages.
The Transcaucasian Federative Republic reported even greater
progress, because it was in 1914 more backward. In Azerbaidjan
the president stated that education was now being given in fourteen
languages. The Commissar for Education reported that since 1931
there had been an increase of 58-3 per cent in the number of children
attending primary schools. Of this number, Tyurk children had
increased from 143,000 to 240,000, the increase for girls being from
42,000 to 99,000. This increase in girl pupils is a very great achieve-
ment, as it necessitated the breaking down of much stronger pre-
judices than in the case of boys. They had now created conditions
which would make the introduction of the seven-year school possible,
not only in Baku, but in the provinces. Schools had increased from
259 in 1931 to 822 in 1934. They had just completed the new alphabet
in the Tsakhoursk language, and elementary readers and textbooks
were being prepared.
In the Armenian Congress of Soviets it was reported that in 1934
there were 1,431 schools, with 214,500 pupils, 9 higher education
institutes, and 43 technicums, with several thousand stodents.